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As you may be aware, the Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW have resolved to progress the formation of One Association for Local Government. 
In 2009, the Shires Association resolved: 
That the Shires Association continue to engage the Local Government Association in discussions to achieve amalgamation of the two Associations. 
That the Association develop alternative models for consideration by both Associations. 
And, in the same year the Local Government Association resolved: 
That the Local Government Association conference, as a matter of priority, proceed with the formation of one Association to represent Local Government in New South Wales. In order to facilitate this move, it is recommended that a constitutional convention of both organisations take place to consider the formal amalgamation or the dissolution of both associations and the formation of one new representative body.

That the consultative paper prepared by Woods and Wearne be utilised as the discussion paper in the constitutional convention.
Both Associations have formally established a joint working party – the One Association Taskforce to facilitate the formation of One Association to represent Local Government in NSW. 

The Taskforce, comprising of 5 representatives from each Association and an Independent chairperson – Ms Libby Darlison, has been meeting regularly within the Terms of Reference to discuss and determine the base priciples for One Association. These principles will be presented at the One Association Convention to be held on 16 & 17 August 2010 and a discussion paper will be distributed prior to the Convention for your consideration. 

The Taskforce is keen to have your involvement in this process, and has invited all Mayors, Councillors and General Managers to attend the Convention. 

This is a significant step in the formation of a unified voice to represent Local Government in NSW. 

	Recommendation: 

That: 

1. Council notes the importance of forming One Association to provide a uniform voice for Local Government in NSW; 

2. The Mayor, nominated elected representatives from Council and the General Manager attend the One Association Convention on 16 & 17 August; 

3. Council consider this matter further when the One Association Taskforce releases its discussion paper. 


